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CD's for SALE 
 

òThere Stands A Crossó 
Easter Cantata 2010 

Available May 2nd in the Music Suite 

 
Cost $10 

 

The Chimes May 

2010 

Chester United Methodist Church * 12132 Percival Street * Chester, VA 23831 *804.748.6006 * www.chesterumc.org 

 

Dear Friends, 

 According to the Gospel of John, on the night of Jesusô arrest he had a long conversation with his disciples.  At 

the conclusion of this conversation he prayed.  Much of his prayer had to do with unity.  ñHoly Father, protect them in 

your name those whom you have given me, so that they may be one, as we are oneéI have given them your word, and 

the world has hated them because they do not belong to the world, just as I do not belong to the world.  I am not asking 

you to take them out of the world, but I ask you to protect them from the evil one. éI ask not only on behalf of these, 

but also on behalf of those who will believe in me through their word, that they may all be one.  As you, Father, are in 

me and I am in you, may they also be in us, so that the world may believe that you have sent me.ò (John 17) 

 Jesus knew that the message of the Gospel runs counter culture so his disciples needed to be protected from 

compromising the message of Christ and from being divided by the evil one.  Paul called us ambassadors ï people who 

are citizens of one nation but live in another nation.  We are citizens of the Kingdom of God who happen to live in the 

U.S.  We are ambassadors for Christ. 

 Jesus also knew that unity is a hard reality to attain and keep, especially for ambassadors who have standards 

different from the country in which they live.  All these competing voices cause confusion and pull believers in different 

directions.  The world cannot hear the message when it comes from confusion.  People cannot hear the Good News of 

Jesus Christ when there is division in the Body of Christ. 

 We live in a very anxious, polarizing, confusing, fearful time.  Our role as Christians is to proclaim with one 

voice the Gospel of Christ.  When we enter this church we are not Republicans or Democrats or Independents, liberals, 

conservatives, or moderates.  First and foremost we are followers of Jesus.  It is his message that shapes us.  It is his 

Word that teaches us and that we obey.   

 May we honor the prayer of Jesus to be completely one so we may be a credible witness to this world into which 

we have been sent.  May we be the answer to Jesusô prayer. 

Pastor Marg 

Confirmation Sunday:  We will welcome our 

2010 confirmation class into membership on May 23 during the 

11:00 service.  Those in the class include Brooke Davis, Jenna 

Davis, Kristen Coker, Anne Cabell Dougherty, Emily Johnson, 

Lindsay LeSueur, Chris Life, Hunter Miles, Ryan Patton,  

Samantha Payne and Natalie Smith.  Their mentors are Cathy  

Epps, Kate Kelly and John Dodd.  Their leaders are Pastors Bran-

don and Marg.  We welcome them as full members of the Body of 

Christ. 

 

Church Picnic 

May 23: 12:15 PM 

~Rain or Shine~ 
(Dress Casually for Church) 

 

Church Provides Drinks & Fried Chicken 

Bring Side Dishes & Desserts to Share 

Bring Your Own Lawn Chairs & Blankets 

Activities Planned for Children 

Food will be Set-up Inside 

Fix Your Plate & Head to Parsonage Lawn 

Limited  Seating Available Inside  

 

 

Invite-a-Friend Sunday 

May 16 
(Details on page 3.) 

 

Graduate Recognition Sunday 
June 6, 2010 

Fresh Start and 11:00 Services 
 

If you are graduating this year, please sign up in 

the attendance register or contact Sue Matthews at  

almatthews4@comcast.net.  
 

Please submit pictures of the graduates (current 

and younger) to be used in a PowerPoint presen-

tation.  E-mail  pictures to Sue Matthews or place 

in the Higher Education Mailbox in the nursery 

wing by May 26. 
 

Breakfast Reception in the Atrium 

From 9:45 to 10:45 AM 

for the graduates and their families. 

 

Join us to learn more about the mission, vision,  

history and much more of Chester UMC.  

This is a 4 week series that will begin on Sunday, 

May 2nd at 9:45 in room 116.  

Register on the pew pad if you plan to partici-

pate. Guests and friends are encouraged to at-

tend! 

Join us for CrossRoadsïSouthern Gospel Worship for Todayôs JourneyðEvery Sunday eve-

ning at 6:00 p.m. for Southern Gospel Hymns, the CrossRoads Band, Special Music from 

Joshua Wortham, Jennifer Pennison and Darryl Ellyson, and the leadership of Associate Pastor 

Brandon Robbins. 

¶    Sermon Series Continuing into Mayð We will be looking at our worship music and itôs 

connection with scripture. We sing this music every week, but rarely do we take the time to 

find itôs biblical connection.  These sermons will help us to enhance our worship experience 

by providing a renewed interest in and a greater understanding of the lyrics of our favorite 

songs. 

¶     May 9, 7:00 p.m.ðAnnual Benefit Concert featuring All4ONE and Dawn of Grace to raise 

funds for summer youth mission trips. Celebrate your Motherôs Day with outstanding music! 

 

Congratulations 

Elna and Rian Mey 
Newly Naturalized American Citizens 

April 21, 2010 

 

June CHIMES Deadline 
Wednesday, May 19, 9 AM 

Submit Articles to 

Terry at  

secretary@chesterumc.org 
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The UMM will hold their regular 

monthly meeting in the Davis Fel-

lowship Hall on Wednesday, May 5 

at 6:30 PM.  Our guest speaker will 

be Art Bell.  He will share his ex-

periences from mission trips he has 

taken abroad. All men of the church 

are invited. Please contact the 

church office or Gordon Morris 

(gordo15458@aim.com) to let us 

know if you plan on attending.  All 

men of the church are welcome! 

News of our Church Family 
Words simply cannot express how very much we ap-

preciate all your cards, meals, beautiful plants and flow-

ers, visitis, meals and the lovely reception.  When we 

walked into the fellowship hall I felt as if we were sur-

rounded by angels.  As always, our bereavements com-

mittee had done a beautiful job.  What a stellar effort it 

was!  We felt so blessed to be a part of CUMC.  I know 

Iôll draw on these memories many times in the years 

ahead.  Thank you again so very much.. 

~In Christ, Linda and Emory Large 

 

Thank you for your support.  

 ~Sincerely CCHASM Board and Staff. 

 

The family of Rachel Mann appreciates your kind ex-

pressions of sympathy.  Accept our thanks for your gift 

to Ivey Memorial for missions in memory of her. 

~Reggie, Dorothy, Nita and Bubba 

 

Ivey Memorial UMC Acknowledges with grateful ap-

preciation your gift to the Rachel Mann Memorial Fund, 

designated to missions.   

~God Bless, Lucille Gravitte, Memorial Com. Chairman 

 

Thank you for the opportunity to use your facility for 

the Alcothons. 

~District 16 Alcothon Committee 

 

Weôd like to extend our heartfelt thanks to John and 

Julia Bowman of Commonwealth Photography.  They 

donated their time and talents to regular participants of 

the EmPOWERment ministry, giving each person a pro-

fessional photograph on disk that can be used to enhance 

their career search on social media sites.  We  encourage 

support of this business that clearly puts devotion before 

dollars. 

~Kris Spadaccia and Lu Henderson 

 

My sincerest thank you for the many cards, kind notes, 

prayers, flowers, phone calls and visits during my 

lengthy recovery from total hip replacement surgery.  

There were some challenges with the surgeries and the 

recovery period but your caring spirits and prayers have 

allowed me to feel Godôs healing touch.  God bless you 

and may you continue to share His presence with others. 

~Blessings, Gail Feind 

 

The unexpected death of Nitaôs mother was and is still 

overwhelming.  The kindness and generosity shown to 

our family by this church family leaves us at a loss for 

words.  There really are no words to express our love 

and appreciation.  The ability to share our love of God 

and this church with such wonderful people is a blessing 

in itself.  Please know how much each card, call , meal, 

gift, visit, etc. meant to each of us.  God bless you all. 

~Nita and Dewain Hammond and Jennifer Brooks. 

 

 

 

Music Notes 
                allforONE and Dawn 

of Grace are excited to announce 

their annual Benefit Concert on 

Sunday, May 9th at 7:00 PM in 

the sanctuary.  This high energy 

concert of some of our favorite songs is sure to delight 

as we raise funds to support the mission work of our 

youth.  We will also enjoy performances by the youth 

choir and WORD as well as testimonies and plans for 

mission this summer.  So wrap up your Motherôs Day 

festivities and bring mom out for a concert! 

                May signals the end of our rehearsal season 

for children and youth music groups.  Once your kids 

have shared in worship this month, they are done until 

the fall.  A hearty thank you to our volunteer directors 

for all of the extra time and energy they put into teach-

ing this music and valuable faith principles to our fu-

ture leaders!  I want to say a special thank you to Mi-

chelle Daniels and Sharon Larew who will be stepping 

down from directing Kids Praise this year.  Michelle is 

expecting her first baby this fall!  Michelle and Sharon 

have done a fantastic job working with the 3rd through 

5th graders for the last 4 years. 
 

"Sing"-cerely,  

Joshua  

 

The United Methodist Women (UMW) is to ñbe a community of women whose purpose is to know God and to ex-

perience freedom as whole persons through Jesus Christ, to develop a creative, supportive fellowship, and to expand 

concepts of mission through participation in the global ministries of the church.ò 

Fellowships Monthly Meetings: 
Frances Allen Fellowshipðwill meet Tuesday, May 11. They will be going to the Positive Vibe Cafe for din-

ner.  Meet at church at 6:00 PM to carpool.  Call Carol Lewis, 796-4848, for more information. 

Ada Mae Bookman FellowshipðCall Martha Miles, 748-5476, for more information. 

Jean Craig Fellowshipð will meet May 10, 6:00 PM for a cookout at the Petreys to assemble health kits. Visitors 

and new members are always welcome. Come and bring a friend. Call Susan for more information. 

UMW Reading ProgramðThe purpose of the UMW Reading Program is to encourage United Methodist Women to 

expand understanding of and participation in Godôs mission; to increase sensitivity to all human beingsðtheir 

needs, interest, and concerns; to encourage critical thinking about issues facing humanity today; to grow in under-

standing of Scripture as it relates to Christian faith in contemporary life; to enhance self-knowledge and to act from 

that knowledge; and to strengthen involvement in local and global Christian mission. To expand the Chester UMW 

Reading Program we now have four books in circulation among the fellowships. Other books are available on the 

UMW shelf in the church library. Reading Program Forms are due in the UMW mailbox no later than August 15. 

Forms are available from your fellowship leader or by emailing rw.king1@verizon.net Call Gail King, 796-1936, for 

more information. 

May 7ðPetersburg and Farmville UMW to Host Mozambique Womenðmeet 

for lunch at 1:00 PM at the Blackstone Herb Cottage, 104 N. Main St. in 

Blackstone. The cost of the lunch is $8.00 per person and reservations must be 

made by Tuesday, May 4. Call Susan for reservation information. 

May 15-16ðConference UMW Spiritual Life Retreat, VUMACðA CUMC 

group will attend just for the day on Saturday. We'll meet at church at 8:00 and 

ride together. Let me know if you want to ride with me. Call Susan for regis-

tration information. 

Call Susan Petrey, 275-9258, to learn more about UWM, our three participating 

fellowships, and how you can become involved.  

 Broadwater Townhomes would like to thank you for your 

generous gift of Easter dinners to our residents.  Your charita-

ble donation greatly aided famililes that were in need of food 

items and heped to lift spirits at a time when so many families 

are being challenged financially.  Browadwater Townhomes is 

committed to providing its residents with services and re-

sources that will help them successfully reach their goals as 

well as address their immediate needs.  With assistance from 

supporters like you we have been able to fulfill this commit-

ments and have seen many lives enriched in the process.  

Thanks again for your generous support of our efforts to assist 

and build hope within our community. 

~Sincerely, Karen Fleming, Broadwater Community Manager 

 

A word of thanks to everyone who assisted with the church 

wide clean-up/workday Saturday, April 17. We accomplished 

much around our church as well as across the street in the stor-

age shed and at the parsonage.  I will not try to list people by 

name as there were so many that put in time and went home 

tired and dirty.  The ladies of the church set the pace cleaning 

and organizing cluttered areas as well as washing windows or 

painting.  The men accomplished a great many large projects 

that can be seen around the church.   
 

Saturday was not the ends of the needs.  There are many things 

that still need to be done around the church and one person 

canôt do all of them alone.  With this in mind, we (the staff) 

have discussed asking for volunteers to give a day each week to 

assist with some of these things.  There are times when I need 

more than two hands and others when I need to be in more than 

one location at a time.  You do not need to be skilled at con-

struction things, just willing to assist or do small things as 

needed.   The plan is to use Wednesdays as  Volunteer Assis-

tance Day when we can work together.  If you cannot commit 

to a particular date but wake up on Wednesday with time to 

volunteer then come on in that very day.  If there is another day 

that would work, I am open to this if you just let me know.  

Please e-mail me at maintenance@chesterumc.org if you are 

willing to share in this endeavor.  Thank you for your support 

and I look forward to working with you to keep Chester United 

Methodist Church a gem in the community. 

~Richard Arnold, Maintenance Coordinator 

New Members 
Bill ñTaylorò Flowers, Jr. 

13716 Woods Edge Road 

Colonial Heights, VA  23834 
 

Mr. and Mrs. Clint Davis  

2813 Sand Hills Drive 

Chester, VA  23831 

 

Holy Baptisms 

Lillian Hope Davis 

Caden Taylor Flowers 

 Erin Sydney Willingham 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 

Crib and Toddler Nurseries 

Sundays:  8:45 AM; 9:45 AM; 11:00 AM 

Will Work with ANY Scheduling Needs 

Sign-Up in the Red Pew Pad  

Or 

Contact Amy Dodd at  

alwdodd@comcast.net or 451-9669 

mailto:gordo15458@aim.com
mailto:rw.king1@verizon.net
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Nursery School News 
 Itôs hard for me to believe that this is our last month of school. Our year has gone by so 

quickly and we are gearing up to say goodbye to our 40 graduates and at the same time welcome so 

many new families to our program for next year. As a church body, you can take pride in your 

name being attached to this nursery school. We have an outstanding reputation for not only our 

academic program but our quality religious training and our love for the children and their families. 

One great source of pride this year has been to have other preschools in our community ask to visit 

our school and work with our staff so that they may emulate us and at the same time improve the status of their own 

school. What a testament to our school and our teachers. 

 Our registration has been amazing for next fall as well, with many of our classes full or with only 1 or 2 open 

slots. If you have a child, grandchild, or neighbor who has been considering enrolling in our school in the fall, please call 

me for availability. It always hurts me to turn away families but we only have so much room.  

 Our community service for the year is ending on a wonderful note. Mrs. Grimes is heading the Afghan Or-

phanage project and we are collecting gently used clothing that will be sent to the children who have lost their families 

to the war and arrive with no more than the clothing on their backs. We have filled 4 tubbies already and anticipate re-

filling them over and over before our project ends on May 6. Thank you to those church members who have donated so 

generously.  

 Our library has outgrown our space with the contributions of hundreds of books by Gail Feind. The teachers are 

so excited to have the books and the students will truly benefit from the extended resources. Thank you so much Gail for 

your support of our school and for sharing your love of reading with our children. We have been truly blessed.  

 Speaking of readingéhave you ever thought that perhaps you would like to donate a few hours to the nurs-

ery school and enjoy the presence of the children but werenôt quite sure where you could help?  I have just the solu-

tion!!  Our children attend ñlibraryò every Tuesday beginning in October.  Due to my busy schedule meeting with pro-

spective parents or helping in other classrooms, there have been many weeks where I have had to cancel this resource. 

For the upcoming fall, I will be looking for volunteers to come to school on Tuesday to read to our classes and allow 

them to choose a book from the cart to take back to their classroom. The classes do come one at a time for 15 minutes 

and library time generally runs from 9:45 to 10:45 AM. If this sounds like something you would enjoy, please call me 

and tell me what week you would like to volunteer. I would be so grateful and I know the children would appreciate the 

consistency.  

 In closing, Iôd like to take a moment to thank our church members for their continued generosity in providing us 

soup labels, box tops, books and other items. Your gifts enable me to use our money for other items that we need during 

the year. We are also appreciative of the smiles the children receive as they traverse through the hallways. It makes us 

feel truly welcome. Please feel free to drop by anytime we are in the building. Weôd love to take you on a tour of our 

school. 
 

Blessings, 

Dee S. Fisher, director 

748-2275 

 

 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 2010  
JOIN US FOR AN  

OUT OF THIS WORLD ADVENTURE!  
 

CHESTER UMC 
JUNE 21 -JUNE 25  

9:00 AM �  12:15 PM  
Registration Forms at www.chesterumc.org 

 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED to support this minis-
try of outreach, mission & spiritual growth.  
Register on the pew pad or contact Victoria 
Martinko (mcctinko@gmail.com or 748 -0815)
if you would like to serve . 

MEMORIAL DONATIONS RECEIVED  
 

In Memory of Phyllis Beazley 

 Mrs. Martha Miles 

 Mrs. Pat Pospahala 

 Samuel & Marjorie Shearer 

 Constance G. Sander 

In Memory of Norman Ervin  

 Ms. JoAnne Currie & Mrs. Martha Hayes 

In Memory of Lois Reeves 

 Mrs. Helen Jones 

 Mrs. Barbara Dance 

 Mr. & Mrs. William H. Goodwyn, Jr. 

 Mrs. Anita Keen 

 Mrs. Tish Manuel 

 Mrs. Martha Miles 

 Mrs. Jan Spohn 

 DN and Ann Miles 

 James & Betty Kinzie 

 Lester & Carol Bryant 

 Mr. & Mrs. William S. Poach 

 Garland and Carol Dance 

 Richard & Edith Ferguson 

Food Pantry Sunday 

  2nd Sunday of Each Month 

Deposit Items in Designated Shopping Carts 

 
Juice 

Jelly 

Coffee 

Canned fruit (no pineapple needed) 

Canned beef stew 

Canned corned beef hash 

Canned meat chili 

Canned carrots 

Canned pork & beans 

Mashed Potatoes 

Mayonaise 

Biscuit mix 

Toilet tissue 

Bar bath soap 

 

Donations also accepted ANYTIME in the church office. 

DASH-Discovering And Serving Him:  DASH is a fellowship and ministry opportunity for children in third through 

fifth grade.  In our fellowshipping we do hands on activities that relate to our lesson for the day.  We have also served the 

CARITAS families, collected shoe boxes for Samaritan's Purse and collected loose change for Christmas Mother.  We of-

ten talk about how God has gifted each one of us for service to Him.  When we are in the center of His will for our lives, 

life is lived to the fullðand we are full of His love for us and for others.  It is our hope and prayer that we are partnering 

with parents as they seek to guide and direct their children for a life of service to God and all that this may entail.  If you 

have questions or would like to help with DASH, email Carolyn Landis at LandisFamily05@gmail.com  or, just ask Carey 

Parisi, Kris Spadaccia, or Sandra Dishman for more information.  Thanks for reading! 

Join the Fresh Start Sunday School Class in Study, Fellowship and Service 

¶ Join us, now through Memorial Day, for ñChristianity's Family Tree: What Other 
Christians Believe and Why.ò In this series, Adam Hamilton, pastor of the United 

Methodist Church of the Resurrection, serves as a trusted guide to some of the rich 

diversity of Christian belief and practice. The traditions he examines are Orthodoxy, 

Catholicism, Lutheranism, Presbyterianism, Anglicanism, Baptists, Pentecostalism, 

and Methodism. For each he gives a brief history, outlines major beliefs, and describes 

some things we can learn from that tradition to strengthen our own Christian faith. 

¶ May 16ðFresh Start Class Family Picnic together to celebrate the marriage of 

Bruce Costner and Terri Dizon. Call Susan for details. 

The Fresh Start Class meets every Sunday morning at 9:45 in room 232. Visitors and 

new members are always welcome. Call Susan Petrey, 275-9258, for more information. 

Stephen Ministers Care! 
Stephen Ministers are members of our congregation who re-

ceive special training to provide one-to-one Christian care to 

people in our congregation and community who are experi-

encing grief, loneliness, divorce, hospitalization, disability, 

job loss and many other difficulties.  Contact Pastor Marg to 

learn how to becomeðor  receive care fromða  STEPHEN 

MINISTER.  


