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8:30 AM Wednesday, August  25 

The Chimes August 

2010 

Chester United Methodist Church * 12132 Percival Street * Chester, VA 23831 *804.748.6006 * www.chesterumc.org 

                    Join Us at 
 

Mid-week Gatherings for Food, Fellowship and Fun 

Wednesdays:  August 4, August 11 

6:15 PM- 7:30 PM 

Affordable Prepared Meal  

(Adults $5; Children $3; Maximum $20 per family) 

Casual Attire 

Please pre-register in the red pew pad or call 748.6006. 

Dinner for 6 + 2 
(Groups of Old and New Friends Meeting in  

Fellowship in Each Otherôs Homes) 

~ 

Next Dinner Sessions: 

September through November 

Sign-Up in the Red Pew Pad during August OR 

Call Janis at 526.4156 

~ 

Shy About Hosting a Dinner in Your Home? 

Just Register as a +2 (Couple) or +1 (Single) 

~ 

Want a Glimpse of the Nice Times Youôll Enjoy? 

Watch for Bulletin Board Pictures in August 

~ 

We are So Looking Forward to Getting to Know You 

 Yôall Come! 

 

 

 

 

PIZZA WITH THE PASTORS  
Anyone interested in getting some one-on-one time 
with Pastors Marg and Brandon is invited to sign up for 
ǘƘŜ !ǳƎǳǎǘ нф άtƛȊȊŀ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ tŀǎǘƻǊǎέΦ  It will be held 
in the Fellowship Hall immediately following the 11:00 
worship service.  You can sign up by calling Cathy Gen-
try at the church office or signing up on the Activity 
Sheet on Sunday morning.  This is a great way to intro-
duce yourself to our pastors and get to know more 
about our church. 

CUMC Mission Day 
(When we Take the Church into the Chester Community 

in Lieu of Fresh Start Service and Sunday School) 

~ 

Sunday, August 8 

8:45 AM to 12:00 PM 

Register to Participate in Pew Pad or at Welcome Center 

~ 

Potluck Luncheon to Follow at 12:15 PM  

Bring a Yummy Dish to Share 

Foods May be Taken to Kitchen  August 8 after 8 AM 

~ 

Traditional Worship Service in Sanctuary at 11:00 AM  

~ 

For More Details See Page 5 

 

 

 

 

Join us to learn more about the mission, vision, history 

and much more of Chester UMC.  This is a 4 week series 

that begins on Sunday, August 1 at 9:45 AM in Room 

116.  Please register on the pew pad if you plan to attend 

or call the church office at 748.6006.  Guests and friends 

are encouraged to attend! 
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From Our Pastorôs Desk 
Dear Friends, 

 What an amazing summer this is proving to be at our church.  This is no ñlazy days of summerò here!  We have 

multiple mission opportunities including our normal Appalachian Service Project and Harvest of Hope.  In addition we 

have put our toe in the water at Broadwater (neighborhood on Harrowgate near Harrowgate Elementary School).  Mis-

sion Sunday, August 8, will provide people of all ages a window of opportunity to serve our community.  There is much 

excitement about this first ñMission Sundayò. 

 Fellowship is also running strong this summer with ñHalf Timeò, Wednesday evening meals and programs.  

Everyone eats together a meal catered by one of our church groups then while the children are involved in their summer 

reading program the rest are getting to know each other in fun, creative ways.  By the time these four Half Time events 

are over we will have expanded our list of friends. 

 So donôt let the heat keep you away.  These days of summer may be hazy but they are definitely not lazy!  God 

continues to grow us in our love for and trust in Christ. 

 

  3rd Grade Bible Sunday 
  Celebrated on Sunday, September 5 

                        8:45 AM and 11:00 AM Services 

If you have a rising third grade who would like to receive a Bible during this special time 

Please register on the red pew pad or call the Church Office at 748.6006    

Many of you have received letters about this. Please respond by Sunday, August 8. 

What is Godly Play?  
 

 The Childrenôs Ministry at Chester UMC is very excited about the opportunity to begin a new 

curriculum of Bible study for children.  Godly Play, written and developed by Jerome W. Berryman 

and based on the Montessori method, invites children to wonder about themselves, God, and the world 

in a way that is playful and meaningful thereby helping children to become more deeply rooted as 

Christians! 

 The lessons include four genre:  sacred stories; parables; liturgical action and silence to help the children be-

come more fully aware of the mystery of Godôs presence in their lives.  The Bible stories are told to children using ob-

jects to encourage them to enter into the stories with a sense of wonder and awe! Each lesson is a worship service in 

itself modeled by the order of worship: lesson/story; wondering/response; prayer; feast; and goodbye/blessing. 

 The room where the stories are shared and the children respond with their work is called ñSacred Spaceò:  A 

place where children can be themselves that is respected as a space for community and open to the sacredness of God. 

The room will contain shelves of objects for children to use ï and images that make the stories come alive! 

 The role of the teachers is that of ñstorytellerò and ñdoorpersonò.  The storytellers share the biblical stories and 

are comfortable with silence to allow for a childôs own creative response.  The doorperson serves as greeter as the chil-

dren enter and assists the children with their response to the story.  The lessons are developed for as young as age 3 to 

age 11.  Supplemental lessons are available for youth and adults.    At the end of the Bible story, the storyteller and the 

children use a set of ñwondering questionsò to reflect on the story together. Then each child chooses whether to respond 

to the story with art materials or play (work).  During this time the teachers serve as nurturers and guides who do not 

need to have all the answers. 

    Beginning this fall, Godly Play will be introduced during Childrenôs Church which is held during the 11 AM 

worship service for children ages 4 through 2nd grades.  There will be many other opportunities to introduce this experi-

ential style of biblical study and learning to other groups throughout the year. If you are interested in attending an orien-

tation and demonstration session on Godly Play (in order to become a teacher or doorkeeper or for personal spiritual 

development) please register on the pew pad or contact Rita Stewart, DSF@Chesterumc.org or 804-748-6006. 

 

ñIn most religious education children are told who God is. 

In Godly Play children discover who God is.ò 

With Appreciation  

Chester United Methodist Church, 

   We would like to thank our friends at CUMC especially 

the visitation team for all their kindness to my mother Jean 

Linden over the last six years and to our family following 

her death on June 22nd at age 93.  We appreciate the flowers, 

cards, and phone calls.  Jean always enjoyed the visits from 

church members and had good times with the toddler class 

on Sunday mornings.  In accordance with her wishes, her 

body was donated to medical science.  We hope to have a 

memorial gathering in the fall which will focus on her con-

tributions as an educator and a quilter.  

~ Amanda Moody 

 

CUMC,  

   My family and I wish to thank the congregation for their 

prayers during my surgery convalescence and a special 

thanks for the phone calls, visits, cards, escort to the doctorôs 

office, gifts from the Joy Singers and Prayer Shawl group. 

   It is so comforting to my family and I knowing that I am a 

part of a caring and supportive congregationð(extended 

family).  Words cannot express our appreciation.  Thank you 

all.  

~ Merlin Mitchell 

 

A hearty thank you to the following volunteers for tending 

to the phones and office needs during Cathy Gentryôs vaca-

tion:  Jackie Perdue, Myra Simmons, Will Schmidt, Jill Seal, 

Lynn McHugh, Sharon Larew, Janet Farmer, Cathy Epps, 

Marian Garrett, Lydia Snyder, Brenda McCormac and Anita 

Hammond and her cousin. 

 

I wish to thank all of you who remembered me with prayers, 

cards, notes, flowers, calls and visits during the celebration 

of my 94th birthday and recovery from  my fall.  Your out-

pouring of love and kindness has helped to make me 

stronger and determined to recover and return to church ac-

tivities.  It is very comforting to be part of a church that 

demonstrates such caring and Christian values.  My goal is 

to thank each of you in person in the near future.  

~Sincerely, LaVona Thysell 

 

Dear Pastor Marg and CUMC, 

   Thank you for your prayers and support during my fatherôs 

illness and passing.  We appreciate every visit, card, phone 

call, and email.  I thank God for all of you!  

 ~Sincerely, Terry Moody and family 

 

Dear CUMC, 

   Thank you so much for the beautiful church service recog-

nizing the graduates.  Also, thank you for the lovely gifts.   

~With love, Alex Leigh 

 

Thank you so very much for your support. 

~Sincerely, CCHASM Board and Staff 

CUMC and Rev. Rita, 

   Thank you for giving me the Financial Peace University 

Class by Dave Ramsey.  The class has been wonderfulðI 

attended the class during a period of unemploymentðI 

learned things I will use the rest of my life.  My thanks to 

Doug the facilitator and CUMC for this opportunity.  I 

started a new job on April 19, 2010 and have a whole new 

structure to manage my finances and take care of my chil-

dren.   

~Thank you, Cathey Smith 

 

Many thanks to all who sent cards, phone calls and visits 

in the death of Carolôs dear father, Millard Calvert Taylor 

on May 30.  He loved the Lord and this church.  We have 

many happy memories of his coming to the Easter and 

Christmas services here for the past 30 years.   

~In Christ, Carol and Larry Koon 

 

To all of the Chester UMC Family, 

  I wish to thank you again for an INCREDIBLE EVE-

NING at Broadwater.  If you noticed I stayed pretty 

tongue tied most of the evening out of awe.  I will be send-

ing a formal letter of thanks to Chester UMC but I wanted 

to personally thank each of you for the love that was 

shown to our residents.  I great anticipate working with 

you again soon.   

~Marcus Walker, Community Services Director  

 

 

Dear CUMC, 

   Thank you for supporting our family ministry to mis-

sionary kids in Thailand.   

~Love, The Sharps 

 

Thank you for the prayers, cards, visits and food at the 

passing of my mother.  Each and every one was greatly 

appreciated.   

~Nancy and Tom Murdock 

 

Dear CUMC Family, 

   Thank you for my prayer shawl, Bible, and the graduate 

reception.  It feels so great knowing I have such a caring 

church family.  A big ñthank-youò to Mr. and Mrs. Mat-

thews for all they did in putting together the graduate rec-

ognition and slide presentation.  It was awesome!  Please 

keep me in  your prayers as I embark on this new journey. 

~Patrick Coker 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Memorial Donations 

 

In Memory of Millard Calvert Taylor  

 -Don and Gloria Hamrick 

 -Nancy Cooke 

mailto:DSF@Chesterumc.org
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 Music Notes 
                Itôs hard to capture in words just how much choir tour means to me or to those who par-

ticipate.  In July, the Chancel Choir (and our Roadies!) were blessed to minister in 3 churches and 

one senior living community with concerts in July.  The movement of the Spirit in each of these 

places was powerful to say the least.  I enjoyed stepping back and simply watching our folks grow in 

fellowship with God and one another throughout the five days on the road.  I continue to hear stories 

from our hosts about how God touched them and rekindled the fire in their souls.  Before we de-

parted, Pastor Marg talked about how some ministry is planting seeds while some is caring for the ñoaksò and that is a 

big part of what we did on this trip.  The folks who have been in church for so long or are viewed as the spiritual guides 

in a congregation grow weary in their walk.  I truly believe God used us to bless those folks, inspire them in their jour-

ney and encourage them to keep working for the Kingdom. 

                As I reflect on my own journey over the last year and a half specifically (as well as that of many of our mem-

bers), I know our testimonies are captured in the song ñFor Every Mountainò which closed each of our concerts.  ñFor 

every mountain Youôve brought me over, for every trial Youôve seen me through, for every blessing, hallelujah, for this 

I give You praise!ò 
 

 ñSing"-cerely, 

Join us for CrossRoadsïSouthern Gospel Worship for Todayôs Journey 
Itôs the Hazy, Lazy Days of Summer! Worship in the Cool of the Eveningð 

Every Sunday Evening at 6:00 PM  
for Southern Gospel Hymns; the CrossRoads Band; Special Music from Joshua Wortham, 

Jennifer Pennison, Darryl Ellyson, Keith Woods, Mike Woods, Gary Williams and Doug 

Pike;and the leadership of Associate Pastor Brandon Robbins 

~ 

Summer Sermon SeriesðThroughout the summer weôll study the Parables of Jesus. 

Sunday, August 15, 6:00 PMðJoin us for worship and cool off with an old fashioned treat! 

    Popsicles will be provided. 

For more information call the church office at 748-6006.  

Take Note 
 

August:   Register for Dinner for 6 + 2 

August 1:  5:15 PM    allforOne sing National Anthem  

  at Richmond Squirrels Game 

August 5:  12:30 PM   EmPOWERment speaker,  

    Novelist, Michele Young-Stone  

August 1, 8, 15, 22: Connections Classes  

August 4, 11:  6:15 PM Half Time Gatherings 

August 8:     8:45 AM Mission Sunday 

 12:15 PM Mission Sunday Covered Dish Luncheon 

August 23: Adopt-a-Student Deadline 

August 29:    12:00 PM Pizza with the Pastors 

Sept. 12: Rally Day 

                      12:00 PM UMW Salad Luncheon 

   2:00   PM CCC Mozartôs Requiem Concert  

Youth Cottage Make Over 
  

We are in the midst of a Youth Cottage 

make over and we need your help.  If you 

love to paint then this is an opportunity for 

you!  You can ñadoptò painting a room.   

You can ñadoptò painting the trim work.  

The paint colors have been chosen and pur-

chased.  All you have to do is show up!  We 

also need volunteers to spruce up the out-

side of the cottage.  If you would like to 

help give the youth cottage a face lift just  

sign up in the red pew pad or contact Susan 

Nixon (senixon09@aol.com or 748.6006).  

Chancel Choir Tour CDs 

Tour CDs will be available for sale soon for $15 each.  Consider pre-ordering a copy which will be 

shipped directly to your home so you can be among the first to (re)hear it!  Pick up a copy of the 

order form in the music suite. 

United Methodist Women 
UMW Reading ProgramðThe purpose of the UMW Reading Program is to encourage United Methodist Women to 

expand understanding of and participation in Godôs mission; to increase sensitivity to all human beingsðtheir needs, 

interest, and concerns; to encourage critical thinking about issues facing humanity today; to grow in understanding 

of Scripture as it relates to Christian faith in contemporary life; to enhance self-knowledge and to act from that 

knowledge; and to strengthen involvement in local and global Christian mission. To expand the Chester UMW 

Reading Program we now have four books in circulation among the fellowships. Other books are available on the 

UMW shelf in the church library. Reading Program Forms are due in the UMW mailbox no later than August 15. 

Forms are available from your fellowship leader or by emailing rw.king1@verizon.net. Call Gail King, 796-1936, 

for more information. 

Executive Committee meeting--Wednesday, August 18, 7:00 PM in Room 116. All unit officers and fellowship leaders 

are asked to mark your calendars and make plans to attend. 

Baby blankets needed! All members of the church are invited to help the United Methodist Women collect baby blan-

kets to be made into 100 birthing kits. All other materials have been donated. Baby blankets should be approxi-

mately 36x36 inches flannelette receiving blankets:  blankets may be purchased or homemade; all blankets must be 

NEW. Please return blankets to the collection box in the Mission Closet next to Pastor Margôs office no later than 

August 29. Call Susan Petrey, 275-9258, for more information. 

Buy flip flops now! Again this fall the United Methodist Women will collect children's flip flops for the Friends of 

Barnabas medical mission to Honduras. Get yours now at end of summer prices! A collection box has been set up in 

the missions closet next to Pastor Margôs office. Flip flops are due no later September 12.  

September 12 UMW Sunday and 12 noon Salad LuncheonðAll Women of the Church are invited to a luncheon 

meeting of the UMW on Sunday, September 12 immediately following 11 oôclock worship. Rev. Nancy Robinson, 

president of the Friends of Barnabas Foundation, a medical mission to Honduras, will be present to tell us about her 

work and how we can help. Bring a salad or dessert to share.  

Monthly Fellowship Meetings ðall three fellowships will take a summer break for July and August and resume their 

monthly meetings in September. Watch for details. 

Call Susan Petrey, 275-9258, to learn more about UWM, our three participating fellowships, and how you can become 

involved.  

Katie Grace Bartlett  (March 21, 2001) 

daughter  of Kathy and Samuel Bartlett 

 

Samuel Benson Bartlett 

baptized and confirmed as a member 

 

Audrey Joan Farrel (April 7, 2010) 

  daughter of Jon and Courtney Farrell 

 

Don't Let Your Offering  

Go on Vacation   
You may give to the church using eGive or by mailing 

in your offering during the summer when CUMC may 

experience a decline in giving. The link to eGive is on 

the CUMC web site at www.chesterumc.org. 

all for One 
Come support our menôs ensemble as they sing the  

National Anthem at the Richmond Squirrelsô Game on  

Sunday, August 1 at 5:15 PM.   Itôs also free miniature bat 

day! 

Senior Idol Auditions  
will be held August 17 and 29 and September 9 for adults 

over age 55. More information and an audition forms are 

available in the church office. This event is sponsored by 

the Shepherd's Center. 

Baptisms 

Ryan Ronald Bowman (Sept. 19, 1999)   

Emily Anne Bowman (Feb 13, 2002) 

children of Jeffrey Dean Bowman and Julia Anne Bowman 

 

Jeffrey Dean Bowman 
 

Jared Thomas Worman (May 24, 1999) 

Caelyn Madison Worman (June 5, 2001) 

children of Amy Virginia Worman and  

James Vincent Worman 

mailto:rw.king1@verizon.net
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CUMC Mission Day:  Sunday, August 8; 8:45 AM 

Food Pantry  
Please consider donating the 

following desperately needed 

non-perishable items:  juices, 

coffee, jelly, pancake mix, and 

canned carrots, fruits and soups.    

~ 

Items may be taken to Church Office during office hours 

or placed outside the Food Pantry Door (across from 

Pastor Margôs office) at anytime. 

Good Samaritan Fund 
 

Please continue to support this church 

fund with your contributions.  This vital 

fund allows us to help those in our com-

munity and church who are struggling to 

Pathways Workday, June 26, 2010 

The Lost Boys 
The ñBoysò are preparing to return to college this fall.  

They have received all the financial aid that they quali-

fied for from the government and the state.  They still 

need our help with about $1500. If you wish to make a 

contribution to help these fine young men, please write a 

check payable to CUMC and write, ñLost Boys Tuitionò 

on the memo line.  (You may use the Mission Possible 

envelopes found in the pew racks and at the Welcome 

Center.)   

 Adopt-a-Student 
We offer our college students a ñsponsorò who will continue to remind them that  

CUMC cares about them throughout the college school year. 

College Students:  All you need to do is let us know that you would like a sponsor by returning the postcard mailed to 

you. (You may bring/mail it to the office or drop it in the offering plate.) or registering in the red pew pad.  Deadline to 

return it to us is August 23.  Please contact the Church Office at 748.6006 if you did not receive a post card. 

We Need Sponsors:  A sponsor simply lets the college student know that their church family cares by sending cars, letters 

and occasional small gifts during the school year.  Your job is totally anonymousðyour student will not know who you 

are!  Please be a blessing to one of our college students and volunteer to be a sponsor.  Simply sign up in the red pew pad, 

email Sue Matthews at almatthews4@comcast.net or call the church office at 748.6006.  

EmPOWERment Lunch Meetings 

Novelist Michele Young-Stone will share some of her adventures with adversity with our EmPOWERment 

LUNCH group at 12:30 PM on Thursday, August 5. Whether youôre in the job market or in need of a refreshingly 

positive message by a creative professional, you wonôt want to miss Micheleôs inspiring presentation about keeping 

strong faith and being persistent during times of strife, themes her characters face in her well-received debut novel The 

Handbook for Lightning Strike Survivors (Shaye Areheart, 2010). Our meetings start at 12:30 PM in the Fellowship 

Hall. Light refreshments are provided and the public is always welcome to attend. For more information, contact Pas-

tor Brandon (748-6006, associate@chesterumc.org). 

Itôs Your Ministry 
Stephen Ministry is YOUR ministry.  It is an important 

way we at Chester United Methodist Church care for one 

another.  If you are going through a difficult time, consider 

having a Stephen Minister.  If you know someone else who 

is facing difficulties, suggest that they request Stephen 

Ministry.  Make use of it.  Stephen Ministry belongs to 

you!  

Broadwater Community Family Night 
At Fresh Start we have often sung a praise and worship song titled, "God of this City," which says "greater things have yet to come, 

and greater things are still to be done in this city."  On Friday, July 23, we saw that God is truly the God of Chester and that greater 

things are coming our way.  That evening, a group of about thirty children and adults from Chester UMC hosted a "Family Night" 

in the Broadwater Townhouse Community off Harrowgate Road.  This is a community that, in recent years, has become riddled 

with issues such as drugs, crime and gang activity.  It is a place greatly in need of more positive outlets for children and fami-

lies.  Family Night was intended to draw out some of the over 600 children who live in this community, along with their parents, for 

an evening of games, snow cones, dessert walks and other fun activities.  What began with a few children coming out to play bas-

ketball and bean bag toss eventually turned into almost 70 children and families eating, laughing and playing together.  By the end 

of the evening everyone present was overjoyed at the tremendous turnout and the overall success of the event.  We made many con-

nections with the people of that community and have plans to create more opportunities in for our two communities to connect in 

the future.  If you would like to hear more about Family Night or our growing ministry with the Broadwater community, please 

contact Amy Dodd at alwdodd@comcast.net. 

Taking Chester Churchôs Caring into Our Community 

 

You are invited to participate in an exciting mission outreach on Sunday, August 8 from 8:45 AM to 12 noon.  This will 

be a vital and enriching experience for you and for all members of your family as we seek to really be Christôs church in 

our community. 
 

Prayerfully study the mission project list below: 

1. Packing and delivering special items for CCHASMôs local Food Pantries.  

2. Sorting and boxing School Supplies for our local elementary schools.   

3. Adopt a Highway Clean Up along Ecoff Road.   

4. General repairs and yard work for needy homes in our community.  

5. Landscaping at Pathways in Petersburg.  

6. Visiting local Nursing Homes and sharing with the residents.  

7. Work on our Backpack Ministry.  

8. Support for the Branches Ministry (in Florida City, Florida).    

9. Feeding the Homeless (in cooperation with the Cornerstone Assembly of God Church).   

10. Coordinating Luncheon at 12:15 PM for the congregation and the mission participants in the Fellowship 

Hall.  

 

There is something for all ages!   We are especially hoping that all of our children will be participating. Please register 

to participate on our website at www.chesterumc.org  under media/forms, in the pew pad, at the Welcome Center, by e-

mailing Cathy at churchadmin@chesterumc.org, or by calling the Church Office at 748.6006.   Because of this unusual 

opportunity, there will be no 8:45 AM Fresh Start worship and no Sunday school.  There will be 11 AM worship fol-

lowed by a Fellowship Covered Dish Luncheon for everyone at 12:15 PM in the Davis Fellowship Hall.  Food items 

may be dropped by the kitchen anytime after 8:30 AM on the morning of August 8. 
 

LETôS NOT JUST TALK CHURCH, LETôS BE THE CHURCH!  WE NEED YOU! 

 


