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Itôs Not Just Back-to-School Time! 

Itôs Back-to-Church Time, Too! 
With the summer now over and the kids back in school, we all need to get back into the routines of fall.  Families will 

once again balance going to school, work, sports practices, dance classes, riding lessons, etc.  But donôt forget to include 

coming back to church and Sunday school, too.  The new Sunday school year kicks off on September 12 at 9:45 AM. 

Donôt think that Sunday school is just for the children either.  Many enlightening adult Sunday school classes are being 

offered as well.  (more info pg. 3) 

 

Mozartôs  

Requiem 
 

Sunday, September 12  

2:00 PM in the sanctuary 

Mission Sunday 

2010 
 

Article on page 7 

Photo gallery on page 8 

September At A Glance 
 

5-Sunday The Mey Family will share their journey to US Citizenship during worship 

  3rd Grade Bible presentation during morning worship 
 

9-Thursday Chancel Choir Rehearsals kick off for the year (more info pg. 2) 
 

12-Sunday Invite-A-Friend Sermon Series begins 

  Back-to-Church Sunday 

  Fall small groups begin (more info pg. 3 ) 

  Chester Community Chorus Concert (more info pg. 2) 

  UMW Sunday during morning worship followed by a luncheon (more info pg. 4) 

  Godly Play begins during 11 AM Childrenôs Church 

  Youth Parent Meeting (more info pg. 3) 
 

19-Sunday Childrenôs Music Rehearsals Begin (more info pg. 2) 

  Middle School Youth Progressive Dinner (more info pg. 6) 
 

22-Wednesday High School Youth dinner, fellowship and Bible Study begins 
 

24-Friday Broadwater Family Night (6:30 PM)     
 

26-Sunday Guest Speaker Gina Anderson-Cloud (more info pg. 2) 



Page 2 Page 7 

 

 From Our Pastor 
Dear Friends, 

 Not only did we break all kinds of records this summer in terms of temperature (highest 

high, highest low, most days over 100, hottest day on record, etc.) but we also set records here at 

church for a ñhigh adventureò summer.  Our Wednesday Half Time dinners have been very well re-

ceived with great fellowship, delicious food, and many books read by our children.  And our very first Mission Sunday 

was outstanding.  We had over 200 people participate in reaching out to our community on a Sunday morning normally 

spent in planned worship.  We thank all those who prepared meals for Half Time and to all those who coordinated Mis-

sion Sunday, especially Ed Garrett and Amy Dodd.  I hear through the grapevine that another Mission Sunday is in the 

works.  And Half Time will be repeated this fall.  (More details about that will be in the October Chimes.) 

 As we focus now on fall we look to a renovated cottage for our youth, Godly Play for our children during 11:00 

worship, a seminary intern, weekly youth ministry, and lots of small groups.  I would like to encourage you to do two 

things as you gear up for the fall: 

Participate in at least one class and/or small group at our church.  Check this Chimes and the weekly bulletin for 

more information.  You will meet new people and grow deeper in your faith. 

Invite somebody to church.  New people have moved in over the summer.  Take them a little something to eat 

and one of our bulletins.  You donôt have to say much ï they will get the hint.  Itôs a risk-free, effective way to 

invite somebody to church. 

May God continue to bless you and the many ways you contribute to the work of Christ through Chester United Method-

ist Church. 

 

Music Notes 
 September equals high gear around here and the music ministry is no exception to the rule.  Our Joy 

Singers got down to rehearsing in August but we always welcome new members.  Join us on Tuesday mornings 

at 10 AM in the Music Suite if you are a retired person with a passion for sharing Godôs love through music and 

laughter.  

                Our childrenôs choirs will kick off on Sunday, September 19.  We have something for everyone ages 2 

years old to 5th grade.  Check out the Music Ministry Directory (available in the Atrium or the Music Suite) to see 

where and when your child can get involved. 

                Youth Choir will start weekly rehearsals at 4:30 PM on Sunday, October 10.  This is for all youth in 

grades 6 through 12.  Youôre sure to love our collection of songs by Casting Crowns this season! 

                The Chancel Choir will get back in gear on Thursday, September 9 at 7:30 PM.  Singers of all skill lev-

els and any age (9th grade to 90) are welcome to join.  Not a strong singer or sight reader?  Weôll pair you up with 

someone who is that can guide you along.  

                Do I hear bells?  No, itôs not THAT close to Christmas.  Our adult handbell choir will be back in the 

ñringò of things this fall.  Look for more information soon in the bulletin. 

                Not musically inclined?  Thatôs ok.  We always covet your prayers for each of these music ministries as 

well as your support in worship and all of our special programs.  God has great things in store for us this 

year!  Donôt miss out!  Mark your calendar now for Sunday, October 17 when Christian Artist Allison Durham 

Speer will join us in morning worship and provide a concert in the evening, joined by our own Chancel Choir! 

New Church Being Started 
The Petersburg District is excited about a new church 

being started in the Colonial Heights/Fort Lee/Prince 

George area.  The ñplanterò (pastor starting the church), 

Rev. Gina Anderson ïCloud, will be our guest speaker 

at both morning services September 26.  She will share 

with us the vision for this new church and how we can 

become involved.  We look forward to hearing from 

her. 

Mission Sunday Report 
A tremendous THANK YOU is extended to the more than 200 volunteers who physically worked in the MISSION SUN-

DAY projects!  In addition, there were many ñbehind the scenesò helpers who contributed greatly to this extraordinary 

event: 

There were more than 150 individuals and families who brought in the needed items and supplies for the various 

outreaches. 

Another group made monetary contributions to help in the acquisition of materials.  More than $1,000 was re-

ceived in financial gifts. 

Still others (including some 20 mission project leaders and volunteers) made numerous personal contacts to set 

up the projects and to see that each ministry went successfully. 

The church staff worked overtime and with great patience to ensure that all of the details were completed. 

Countless individuals brought delicious dishes for the Luncheon feast, with more than 25 persons assisting with 

the set up and clean up. 

Many people stepped outside of their normal ñcomfort zoneò and we all grew in our caring and sharing as Godôs people 

of Chester United Methodist Church.  

 

Here is a brief summary of the projects: 

Seven Food Pantries of CCHASM (including our own) were supplied with special household and food items for 

the needy in our community.  It is estimated that some 200 children, youth, and adults will receive the benefit of 

these articles over the next three months.  

46 full boxes of school supplies were delivered to four local elementary schools.  Literally hundreds of children 

will be helped in their studies this year by this wonderful effort. 

The Adopt-a Highway project resulted in the collection of ten bags of liter and trash picked up along Ecoff  

Road.  We were being good stewards of Godôs creation.  

Five homes in the Chester-Petersburg area received the benefit of numerous small home repairs, thanks to the 

efforts of 18 willing workers.  A word of appreciation is extended to THE RENEW CREW, a division of the 

Elder Homes Corporation, who assisted in the coordination. 

30 children, youth, and adults participated in the grading and spreading of mulch at the PATHWAYS   ministry 

building in Petersburg.  All of the mulching for the front and side areas was completed, with the last phase of the 

project to be the planting of scrubs and plants in September. 

The residents of the Lucy Corr Home in Chesterfield and the Colonial Heights Nursing Home in Colonial 

Heights enjoyed the visits, musical selections, and activities of the 30 participants of all ages from Chester 

United Methodist.  As one volunteer said, ñIt was a joy to be a witness of Godôs love to our senior friends.ò 

Our Backpack ministry continues to grow each month.  Six full backpacks were filled on Sunday for the children 

we are already helping this summer, plus 10 more backpacks were finished and are now ready for use in Septem-

ber. This outreach will ensure that at least 16 students will not have to worry about having enough food for the 

weekend.  

The younger members of our congregation are becoming more involved in the exciting ministry of Branches in 

Florida City, Florida.  Personalized cards were made for every child (50) who participates in the Branches men-

toring program.  They will be sent before school starts, along with gift cards for lots of needed school supplies.  

Also, lapel pins were made of tiny houses (ñTiny Branchesò) that will be sold at a later date to raise funds for 

Branches. 

In our feeding the needy program, 78 pounds of barbeque was prepared by more than 20 helpers.  The food was       

delivered to the Cornerstone Assembly of God Church to help in the feeding of 200 homeless people on Sunday, 

August 15. 

All of the rooms at the Youth Cottage received at least one coat of paint, plus trim work was done throughout the 

cottage.  Some areas will still need a second coat.  Also, the old refrigerator was removed and a replacement was 

installed. 
Again, we truly appreciate your being such a loving and caring fellowship!  It really showed on August 8.  We are daily 

seeking to be rooted in God, growing in Christ, and especially bearing fruit in the Spirit.  

 

Ed Garrett and Amy Dodd,  

Mission Coordinators 
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A Note from Your Treasureré 

 

CUMC FINANCIAL STATUS AS OF JULY 31, 2010 
2010 TOTAL INCOME THROUGH JULY 31, 2010  $476,084 

2010 TOTAL EXPENSES THROUGH JULY 31, 2010  $514,181 

AMOUNT EXPENSES EXCEEDED INCOME   $  38,097 

CASH BALANCE       $   4,662 

AMOUNTS THAT WERE OVERDUE AT JULY 31  $   7,623 

NET CASH (DEFICIT AT JULY 31, 2010   $  (2,961) 

  

 2010 is a very challenging year, financially, for CUMC.  The total budget increased in 2010 by $50,000 over 

2009.  This is in a great part due to the closing on the mortgages in 2010.  As of July 31, 2010, the remaining loan bal-

ance is $1,866,088.95.  Prior to March, the church was only required to pay interest on the amounts and now our 

monthly mortgage payment is $16,059.   

 To achieve the 2010 budget, it is necessary to receive approximately $78,000 income monthly.  Through the end 

of July, 2010 CUMC has only received an average of $68,000 monthly.  The Administrative Council and the church staff 

have been working hard to reduce the budget, but at this time it is difficult to project what CUMCôs 2010 expenses will 

total.  

 Our Heavenly Father has blessed us here at CUMC:  we have a dedicated and generous congregation; a great 

staff, led by pastor Marg and a good physical plant.  May God bless us and provide for CUMC. 

~Dennis Knnack, CUMC Treasurer 

Congratulations 2010 

Southside Churches 

League Champions! 
 

Itôs official!  CUMCôs co-ed 

softball team won the first and 

second half of this yearôs season.  

Thank you, Team, for represent-

ing Chester United Methodist Church in our league by   

your play, your sportsmanship and by witnessing your 

faith in God to other teams and spectators.  Thank you, 

Norman Smith, for being the spiritual leader in leading 

our teams in prayer after every game.    

 

 

 

Fresh Start  

Time Change 
  

Daylight Saving Time 

doesnôt end until October, 

but Fresh Start Worship is 

ñfalling back!ò  Beginning 

Sunday, September 12 

this service will start at 

8:30 AM.   

 

Mark your calendar so 

you donôt miss  

donuts and coffee before the service! 

ñAn Afternoon Tea Partyò 
 

Presented by the  

Shepherdôs Center of Chesterfield 

Saturday, September 18  

2:00 PM 

at Chester United Methodist Church  

 

 

Proceeds to support the  

SCCôs programs and services 

Tickets $20 
RSVP at 706-6689 by September 3 

Small Groups 
 

New groups will      on Back-to-Church Day which is Sunday, September 12.   

 

Register TODAY for a small group through the CUMC website at www.Chesterumc.org or at the Small Group display 

in the Atrium. 

 

Small Groups 

Weekday Mornings & Evenings 

Descriptions Dates 

Women:  Beth Moore:  Revelations; $20 A discussion on the book of Revelation. Two Sessions: Sept. 13 

Mondays at 10 AM or 6:30 PM 

Men:  Menôs FraternityðThe Quest for 

Authentic Manhood; $10 

This study will engage men in the con-

cept of biblical masculinity. 

September 13 

Mondays at 7 PM 

Personal Spiritual Growth 

Disciple II; $35 

Into the Word into the World proclaims 

the transforming power of Scripture. 

September 14 

Tuesdays at 6:30 PM 

Personal Finance 

Financial Peace University; $100 

The journey continues as families are 

strengthened and lives are changed by 

participating in this biblical based dis-

cussion on finances! 

September 12 

Sundays 2-4:00 PM 

ñFaith 101ò Topics:  God, Jesus, Bible and prayer. September 12, 

Sundays 5:00 PM 

ñSimply Christianò Exploring why Christianity makes 

sense. 

September 12 

Sundays 7-8:30 PM 

Small Groups 

Sunday School Hour 

Description Dates 

Chi Rho Alpha The inescapable God September 5 

Seekers The Book of Thessalonians In session 

Fresh Start Faith Lessons on the Promised Land Beginning September 12 

Koinonia TBD TBD 

Wesley Seminar The Study of Biblical Wisdom Litera-

ture. 

In session 

Faith Builders TBD Beginning September 12 

Connections Orientation for new members, visitors 

and friends. 

Beginning October 31 

Get the 411! 
Learn about plans for the youth for the upcoming months.  

We encourage parents of all youth grades 6-12 and volun-

teers to attend an informational meeting on Sunday,  

September 12 at 3:00 PM in the Davis Fellowship Hall.  

We will discuss schedule changes, offer volunteer oppor-

tunities, share our vision, and hand out important parent/

guardian forms to be signed.  

~Susan Nixon~ 

United Methodist Men 

The UMM will hold their regular 

monthly meeting in the Davis Fellowship 

Hall on Wednesday, September 1 at 

6:30 PM.  Our guest speaker will be Mr. 

Charlie Todd who will give us an insider 

look at the role of the lobbyist in state 

government. 

Middle School Youth 

 
Sunday, September 19 we will kick-off with a progressive 

dinner. Meet in the CUMC parking lot at 4:30 PM.  We will 

carpool to our destinations so, parents, please stick around. If 

you plan to attend the progressive dinner, please RSVP no 

later than September 10 by sending me an e-mail at 

senixon09@aol.com.  We need to let our hosts know how 

many mouths to feed! I encourage you to bring a friend or 

two.   

 

Weekly gatherings begin on Sunday, September 26 at 3 PM. 

 

~Susan Nixon~ 
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With Appreciation  

Dear Friends, 

 Bill & I want to thank you so much for giving us a 

second shawl.  The first one was so appreciated when Jeff 

died.  This one will be used also now that Bill is doing 

better after his surgery in April & then the second one in 

May.  Hopefully we will have some good years ahead of 

us.  Thank you again for caring. 

 Love, Bill and Betty [Burton] 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

To all of the Chester UMC Family, 

 I wish to thank you again for an INCREDIBLE 

EVENING at Broadwater.  If you noticed, I stayed pretty 

tongue tied most of the evening out of awe.  I will be send-

ing a formal letter of thanks to CHESTER UMC, but I 

wanted to personally thank each of you for the love that 

was shown to our residents.  I greatly anticipate working 

with you again soon. 

 Marcus Walker, Community Services Director 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Thank You to everyone for all your prayers, cards, visits 

and delicious food as I mend from my broken arm. 

 Nothera Goyne 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

My Dear Friends, 

 Thank you so much for your kind expressions of 

sympathy at the loss of my brother.  Your cards, phone 

calls, and visits have been a great comfort.  Iôm always 

grateful for the love shown by my church family. 

 With love, Lucille Jansch 

 

We Welcome into Membership 

Margie Ashburn 
8114 Ordinary Keepers Way; Mechanicsville, VA  23111 

804-559-2708 

By transfer from New Hanover Presbyterian Church,  

Mechanicsville, VA 
 

Get Connected with the Virginia Advocate
  

This full-color monthly newsmagazine of the Virginia 

Conference of the United Methodist Church is designed to 

help our congregation build disciples more effectively. 

Every issue will help you stay uniquely connected 

through: 

Messages from Bishop Charlene Kammerer 

Details of important upcoming events in Virginia and 

beyond; 

United Methodist news from inside the conference and 

around the world; 

Inspiring stories of faith in action and ideas you can 

try in your own church. 

Subscription rates are $15 for one year (12 issues), $25 for 

2 years, and $36 for 3 years. See the display in the Atrium 

or your bulletin insert during September to sign up or call 

Susan Petrey, 275-9258, for more information. 

Memorial Donations 
In memory of Clarence Curtis: 

 ~Col (ret) and Mrs. William H. Creed 

 

Christian Service Opportunities 
  

Are you ready to take the first step of Christian Service?  

Volunteering to be a greeter or an usher is a great way to 

serve the church without over-committing yourself.  We 

understand that everyone is busy, and with school starting 

again commitments increase for many families.  As  a 

greeter and /or an usher you would only be required to 

serve once or perhaps twice a quarter for one of the ser-

vices on Sunday.  Greeters welcome visitors and members 

to the church prior to each service.  They are the ñfaceò of 

the church as people enter the church and are often the 

first impression a new visitor gets of Chester United Meth-

odist Church.  The ushers welcome worshippers into the 

sanctuary for each worship service, help to seat people, 

collect the offering, and assist with setting up and cleaning 

up before and after the services.  Both ministries are very 

rewarding and are a great way to become more involved in 

the church and meet other people.  If you feel that God is 

calling you to become more active in the church and you 

would like to volunteer for either of these ministries then 

please contact Mark Swofford at mmswor@earthlink.net 

or 804-512-6106. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Trust me!  Has someone ever told you, ñTrust me,ò and 

then let you down?  Our Stephen Ministers are people you 

really can trust.  They are committed to providing the best 

Christian care possible to their care receivers.  They are 

people you can trust and depend on. 

 

Hearts for Mission Celebration 

Week-end of September 18 
It has been five years since the Petersburg District held a 

Mission Saturations Celebration!  During these years 

many churches in the Petersburg District have made great 

strides in mission, transforming lives and making disciples 

for the Lord Jesus Christ.  The General Board of Global 

Ministries recommends that every district across United 

Methodism celebrate the gift of mission at least every five 

years.  Since we in the Petersburg District have much to 

celebrate, we heartily accept the challenge to celebrate 

again, and through the work of the Risk-Taking Mission & 

Service Committee of the Common Table, we are ready to 

go!  Inquire in the church office for more information. 

United Methodist Women 

 

The United Methodist Women (UMW) is to ñbe a community of women whose 

purpose is to know God and to experience freedom as whole persons through Jesus 

Christ, to develop a creative, supportive fellowship, and to expand concepts of mis-

sion through participation in the global ministries of the church.ò 

 

Buy flip flops now! Again this fall the United Methodist Women will collect chil-

dren's flip flops for the Friends of Barnabas medical mission to Honduras. Get 

yours now at end of summer prices! A collection bin has been set up in the Mission 

Closet next to Pastor Margôs office. Flip flops are due no later than September 12.  

 

 

Friday, September 10, 5:15 PMðRichmond District Mini School of Christian Mission, St. Markôs UMC. 

 

September 12 UMW Sunday and 12 noon Salad LuncheonðAll Women of the Church are invited to a luncheon meeting of the 

UMW on Sunday, September 12 immediately following 11 oôclock worship. Rev. Nancy Robinson, president of the Friends of 

Barnabas Foundation, a medical mission to Honduras, will be present to tell us about her work and how we can help. Bring a 

salad or dessert to share. 

Fellowships: 
Frances Allen Fellowshipð will meet on Tuesday, September 14 at 7 PM.  Call Susan Henry, 748-7850, for more infor-

mation. 

Ada Mae Bookman Fellowshipðwill meet Thursday, September 9, 10 AM in Davis Fellowship Hall. Call Martha Miles, 

748-5476, for details. 

Jean Craig Fellowshipðwill meet Monday, September 13, 7:00 PM in Room 116. Call Susan Petrey, 275-9258, for de-

tails. 

September 20--October 25--Innisbrook Wrapping Paper and Chocolates--Christmas and All-Occasion Gift Wrap and Chocolate 

Gift Collections will be on sale September 20-October 25. Items will be delivered before Thanksgiving. Proceeds will help sup-

port the mission projects of the United Methodist Women. Order yours following either morning worship service in the fellow-

ship hall or atrium. UMW members are encouraged to pick up order forms from Susan Petrey, 275-9258. 

Sunday, September 26ðDistrict UMW Annual Meeting, 3 PM at Providence UMC, Forksville. 
October 9--ALL MEMBERS OF THE CHESTER COMMUNITY are invited to feast on Turkey Pot Pie and all the trimmings and 

enjoy the Music of Joshua Wortham. Proceeds will help support the mission projects of the United Methodist Women. Tick-

ets, $10 per person, will be available the first of September.  Please make checks made payable to Chester UMW ,  

Baby blankets needed! All members of the church are invited to help the United Methodist Women collect baby blankets to be 

made into 100 birthing kits. All other materials have been donated. Baby blankets should be approximately 36x36 inches flan-

nelette receiving blankets; blankets may be purchased or homemade, all blankets must be NEW. Please return blankets to the 

collection box in the Mission Closet next to Pastor Margôs office no later than November 14. Call Susan Petrey, 275-9258, for 

more information. 

Call Susan Petrey, 275-9258, to learn more about UWM, our three participating fellowships, and how you can become involved.  

CrossRoads 

Southern Gospel  

Worship for  

Todayôs Journey 
 

Every Sunday evening at 6:00 PM 

for Southern Gospel Hymns, spe-

cial music from the CrossRoads 

Band, and the leadership of Asso-

ciate Pastor Brandon Robbins. 

Sunday, September 12ðñInvite a Friend: You Do Itòð

Matthew 14:13-21 

Sunday, September 19ðñInvite a Friend: Cross the 

Fear BarrieròðActs 10:34-48 

Sunday, September 26ðPastor Marg will preach 

 

For more information call the church office at 748-6006.  

Fresh Start  

Sunday School Class 
Beginning September 12­ï Un-

cover the "hidden" meaning of 

scripture with an exciting faith 

discovery series, Faith Lessons 

on the Promised Land by biblical professor and ar-

cheologist Rev. Ray Vander Laan,  that brings the 

Bible to life! Uniquely captivating, this video series 

reveals keen insights into the relevance of God's 

Word, making it truly applicable to today's Christian. 

September 19, immediately following 11 oôclock 

worshipïJoin us for a Family Picnic. Call for de-

tails. 

The Fresh Start Class meets every Sunday morn-

ing at 9:45 in Room 232. Visitors and new mem-

bers are always welcome. Call Susan Petrey,  

 275-9258, for more information. 

 
 


